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p o r t  a s k s  co m m u n i t y  h o w  b e s t 
to  co m m u n i c at e 

Over the past four years, we have developed and implemented a more 
comprehensive community outreach program at the Port of Everett. 
Recognizing the surge in Port activity and the shift in how people get 

their news, we felt it was important to develop an outreach program that uses new 
technologies to reach our ever-growing population. 

With the rapid change in technology and the declining advertising dollars putting 
a kink in the overall news industry, the Port wanted to ask its constituents how best 
to communicate with them. 

This summer, we hired a third party to complete more than 400 telephone 
interviews with individuals residing in the Port’s taxing district that includes 
portions of Everett, Mukilteo and unincorporated Snohomish County.  The 
purpose of the survey was to find out what residents know about the Port, what 
they would like to learn more about in the future, and how they feel about the Port 
of Everett. Some of the findings include:

With this information, we plan to reassess our outreach efforts, and work to 
educate our younger generation. The last time the Port conducted a community 
survey was in the late 1980s before the Port sold 110 acres of its property  
to the Navy.

Awareness Port Perceptions Where They Get Their News

3/4 of all survey respondents 
don’t know the Port operates 
independently; most think 
the Port is an agency of the 
city or county

82 percent believe the Port is an 
“economic asset” 

Everett Herald (80%)

We aren’t reaching younger 
women, on a whole, or the 
younger generation (18-34)

35 percent say the Port is 
transparent; 32 percent either don’t 
know or said “no”

Port Side Newsletter (42%)

60 percent hear information 
about the Port monthly

50 percent say the Port is doing a 
good job or a very good job keeping 
the community informed, creating 
jobs and respecting the environment

Word of mouth (32%)

A mere 11 percent of 
respondents know the Port 
tax levy rate  
(27-cents/thousand)

62 percent say the Port is a provider 
of public recreation

Web site (30%)

Terminal Activity
Port of Everett continues to grow despite 
poor economy

Tax Levy & Capital Investment
Where do your tax dollars go? Making 
the investment in your future

A Glimpse into History
A special article to the Port Side from 
historians Larry and Jack O’Donnell

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs
The Port of Everett looks at the  
“faces of trade”

Blue Heron Slough
Port, Wildlands secure permits for  
conservation bank project

 
Don Hopkins Honored

Don Hopkins, a former commissioner, 
earned WPPA Outstanding Service award 
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In 2010, the last component of the 
Port’s new marine services Craftsman 
District should be complete. 

On Aug. 12, 2008, the Everett Port 
Commission hired Everett-based Gary 
Parkinson Architects to design the 
Port’s Marine Sales and Repair Center 
(MSRC) building. The MSRC building 
is located in the Port’s Craftsman 
District between 10th and 13th streets 
and West Marine View Drive. 

This former warehouse building is 
located within the Port Gardner Wharf 
project. Port Gardner Wharf is a 65-acre 
mixed use development that transforms 
a former industrial piece of property 
into a new waterfront neighborhood. 

The MSRC building, a 52,000 
square foot concrete structure, will be 
converted into a two-story building to 
house marina services, and a 15,000 
square foot addition will be added onto 
the corner of the building. 

“This is the type of facility 
we need to invest in to provide 
our craftsmen tenants with 
some assurances of what their 
future looks like at the Port of 
Everett,” Executive Director 
John Mohr said. “We have 
said all along that providing 
adequate facilities to support 
our boating community is of 
the utmost importance. This 
building is a step in the right 
direction.” 

The final component of the 

Craftsman District is expected to cost 
approximately $8.4 million; however, 
the building will generate annual lease 
revenue to offset the cost. The building 
has remained unoccupied since Marine 
Spill Response Corp. (the former tenant 
of the building) vacated in 2004.
Administration Building

Subsequent to the approval of the 
MSRC building remodel, the Port 

Commission voted to approve the 
consolidation of Port staff into the office 
addition of the building. 

The Port will occupy 7,500 square 
feet of the new 15,000 square foot office 
building. This addition will serve as a 
buffer between the residential portion of 
the development and the light industrial 
uses.

The first floor will house the marina 
office and have leaseable space available. 
The Port administration offices will be 
located on the second floor, as well as 

the commission/multi-purpose room. 
The new building will incorporate green 
building features.

Currently, Port staff are spread out 
over numerous locations and with 
this decision, Port leadership will be 
able to consolidate most of the Port 
staff.  By minimizing the number of 
staff locations, the Port anticipates to 
save in excess of $100,000 annually in 
operating expenses. 

“I have supported consolidating 
staff from the beginning,” Port 
Commissioner Connie Niva said. 
“Public agencies must be recognizable 
and accessible to their customer base 
and taxpayers. This new building is 
simple, conservative, and will save the 
Port money each year.”

Selling the Bond Street Building

In November, the Port finalized 
the sale proceeds of its current 

administration building, at 
2911 Bond Street, in the 
amount of $2.5 million. The 
building is being sold to long-
time tenant Bauer Evans.

The Port will use the sale of 
the building to offset the cost 
of the MSRC addition, along 
with lease revenues generated 
from the South Marina and 
12th Street Marina offices. 

Port to Revamp Warehouse for  
Marina Tenants and Administration Building
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Shipping Continues 
to Increase  

Despite Economy

In the face of a significant downturn 
in the national economy and 
the subsequent strike by Boeing 

machinists, the final outlook for the 
2008 shipping year looks promising.

The Port of Everett is fortunate to 
have a relatively stable cargo mix, pre-
dominately in support of the oil, gold, 
construction and aerospace industries. 
While the Port is projecting modest 
growth for 2009, the ports of Seattle 
and Tacoma are struggling with the de-

cline in consumer spending. Container-
ized business is a primary cargo affected 
by this economic decline, and most of 
the goods and services people purchase 
arrive in containers from overseas. 

“Our 2008 cargo volumes are expect-
ed to finish strong,” said Carl Wollebek, 
Chief Operating Officer for the Port 
of Everett. “The Port is well diversified 
and expects to continue to work with its 
customers in 2009 to maximize cargo 
liftings during these trying economic 
times.”

The Port also handles containerized 
cargoes. Most of the containerized 
imports, however, are in support of 
the aerospace industry, and the exports 

provide supplies, food, clothes, shoes 
and other living essentials to the oil and 
mining sites in Russia. 

Port staff have been successful in mar-
keting this niche business, and in June 
2008, the Port broke a record for the 
number of containers handled in one 
week (950).  In order to accommodate 
the increased containerized export busi-
ness, the Port expanded its general cargo 
yard by 10 acres last year.

“We are not recession proof by any 
means, but we are confident that our 
shipping activity will continue to pros-
per at least through 2009,” Port Com-
missioner Phil Bannan said. 

Some definite challenges lie ahead, 
though. The recent breakdown of our 
banking system has taken a toll on the 
number of construction projects occur-
ring in the region. This directly affects 
the amount of cement the Port of Ev-
erett imports each year. In 2006, when 
the Port signed the lease with Lehigh 
Northwest Cement Company, the con-
struction business was booming. At that 
time, we expected to see up to 800,000 
tons of cement coming through our fa-
cility each year. With the market slump, 
that number is down to just 185,000 
tons in 2008, Wollebek said.

Activity also slowed during the eight-
week International Aerospace Machin-
ists (IAM) strike last fall. The Port had 
to shut down its new Mount Baker 
Terminal facility in southwest Everett, 
and didn’t receive any new aerospace 
cargoes. The Boeing Company is one of 
the Port’s largest customers, and ac-
counts for five ships and 12 barge calls 
per month. 

In addition to the financial impli-
cations, the strike also reduced the 
amount of available longshore work 
on the Everett waterfront. During the 
strike, the Port went from providing 
5,900 hours of work per month to 
4,550 per month.

Everett Shipyard Busy 
with Ferry & Navy  
Contracts at the Port

An extended 45-year lease with 
Everett Shipyard, a subsidiary 

of Todd Shipyard, proved to be a 
good business move for the Port of 
Everett. 

Since signing the lease in 2007, 
Everett Shipyard is in the running to 
win a portion of the sub-contracting 
work for one of the new, 64-car steel 
electric ferries. The work is expected 
to begin in 2009, and when com-
plete, the new ferry may be delivered 
to Washington State Ferries from Ev-
erett Shipyard at the Port of Everett. 

“These types of maritime contracts 
create good, family wage jobs that 
have a trickle down effect on the 
overall prosperity of the economy,” 
said Carl Wollebek, Chief Operating 
Officer for the Port of Everett. “Ev-
erett Shipyard is working on enhanc-
ing their facilities to keep up with 
the increased business volumes.”

Another job Everett Shipyard se-
cured includes a $9 million contract 
to build a caisson for the U.S. Navy. 
A caisson is a huge, reinforced steel 
gate used to keep water out of a 
special drydock at the Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard in Bremerton. 

Preparation for the work, which 
will be done at the Port of Everett, 
has already begun and is anticipated 
to be complete in March 2010. 

“Between the new ferry contract 
and the caisson work, we expect to 
employ approximately 80 employ-
ees on the Everett waterfront,” said 
Kevin Quigley, President of Everett 
Shipyard. 

Everett Shipyard also performs 
regular ferry maintenance. 

T E R M I N A l  A C T I v I T y
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MAkINg THE INvESTMENT IN youR FuTuRE

CAPITAl IMPRovEMENT INvESTMENTS
Year Total Investment Construction Jobs

2004 $4.1 Million 103

2005 $26.4 Million 660

2006 $38.3 Million 958

2007 $27.6 Million 690

2008 $13.2 Million 330

5-year TOTAL $109.6 Million 2,740

WHAT DoES THIS MEAN FoR ME?
The average home price for a Port District resident is approximately $323,000.  

Therefore, an average Port District property owner pays $87 per year in Port taxes. 

With your assistance, the Port is able to provide more than 6,500 jobs for the community (not 

including construction jobs), and generates $17 million in state and local taxes. These taxes go 

directly  into your community to help pay for schools, life safety services, parks and other city 

and county services. This results in a net benefit to each household of nearly $383 per year. 

Chamber Honors Port with Innovation Award
On Dec. 10, 2008 the Port of 

Everett proudly accepted its In-
novation Award from the Everett Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Chamber Board nominated 
the Port for this honor because of its 
“creative leadership during a time of 
tremendous economic growth.”

“We as a community, both business 
and residential, benefit from the activ-
ity at the Port of Everett,” said Louise 
Stanton-Masten, President & CEO of 
the Everett Area Chamber of Com-
merce. “The Port’s presence provides 
thousands of jobs for the community, 
and also makes Everett an attractive 
place to do business.”

Some of the projects and initiatives 
the Port was recognized for include:

Mount Baker Terminal:  
A freight mobility project that sup-
ports the local aerospace industry. 
Shipping Revival:  
Successfully transitioning from a log 
and agricultural port to a breakbulk 
and containerized port. 
Conversion of Dome:  
Successfully marketed the vacant 
dome facility to Lehigh Northwest 
Cement Company to import cement 
in support of construction activity in 
the region.
Edgewater Beach Expansion:  
Created 1,100 lineal feet of new beach 
adjacent to the Mount Baker Terminal 
in southwest Everett. 
12th Street Yacht Basin:  
Constructed a new, 220-slip yacht-

marina with new restroom, shower 
and laundry facilities. This state-of-
the-art marina facility offers cable, 
twice-monthly pump-out service, 
ADA accessible gangways; and access 
to the Port’s Craftsman District.
Craftsman District:  
Provides a consolidated marine repair 
and service district, and a zero dis-
charge boatyard facility. 
Blue Heron Slough Mitigation 
Site: Converts 350 acres of farmland 
back to its natural state, and is the 
first conservation bank in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

In 2005, the Port of Everett earned 
the Service to Business Award from 
the Chamber. 

T he Port of Everett has a tax policy that puts your public investment back into 
the community. For 2009, the Port will levy a tax rate of slightly less than 27 

cents per $1,000 of assessed value. This levy generates approximately $4 million in 
revenue. Per Port Commission policy, the tax dollars collected are to be used for 
capital improvement projects and debt service for projects. Ten percent of the tax 
collected is dedicated to environmental stewardship.  

WHAT IS A CAPITAl PRojECT?
Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) are investments the Port of Everett 

makes in infrastructure to support jobs, trade, commerce and recreation. 

Port projects truly grow the economy of our state by creating good pay-

ing jobs, leveraging private investment, and creating revenue generating 

industries.   According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis (RIMS Model), 

for every million dollars put into infrastructure, it generates approxi-

mately 25 construction jobs for the region. (See the Port’s CIP investment 

chart to the right).

Port of Everett’s  
Property Tax 
Share 2.9%

City 
27.7%

County 
7.6% local Schools 

41.9%

State Schools 
20%

TAx lEvy



“My students and I 

learned a lot. Each 

child went away with 

a great appreciation 

for our ports.”
Janet Penner 

Challenger Elementary

6

Fishermen’s Tribute: 
Statue near new yacht basin 

In late-2008, the Port Commission 
authorized the siting of a Fishermen’s 
Tribute Statue on the Everett water-

front. The statue will be located along 
the walkway of the new 12th Street 
Yacht Basin. 

The Port of Everett has been working 
with the Fishermen’s Tribute Commit-
tee for many years in an effort to find 
an appropriate place to commemorate 
the commercial and recreational fishing 
history. 

“We are so pleased with the statue 
location,” said Barbara Piercey & Kay 
Zuanich, Co-Chairs of the Fishermen’s 
Tribute Committee. “Our fishing com-
munity has been wanting a statue for 
many years, and with the help of the 
Port of Everett, we are going to be able 
to give it to them.”

Through fundraising dinners, and the 
sales of their book “Fishermen of Ever-
ett” and the Bernie Webber prints, the 
committee has raised $40,000 for the 

statue. They expect the total project cost 
to be approximately $70,000. 

“Most ports throughout the Puget 
Sound have some type of memorial 
or tribute to honor the fishing com-
munity,” Port Commissioner Michael 
Hoffmann said. “Everett has such a rich 
fishing past, and it is important to prop-
erly honor their fundamental role in the 
development of Everett.”

 The Fishermen’s Tribute Committee 
is currently interviewing artists that spe-
cialize in bronze, life-size sculptures. The 
group plans to ask at least three artists to 
submit designs for a statue. By March, 
the group hopes to have selected a statue 
concept, and proceed with construction. 

If all goes as planned, the statue 
should be installed in early 2010. Once 
the statue is installed, it becomes the 
property of the Port of Everett. There-
after, all the royalties from the ongoing 
book sales will be directly paid to the 
Port for maintenance of the statue. 

Educating and reach-
ing out to our youth 
is high priority for 

the Port of Everett.
In a recent community 

assessment survey, the Port 
learned that the younger 
population has 
a relatively low 
understand-
ing of how and 
why ports are 
important to the 
overall economic 
prosperity in the region. In order to 
turn this around, the Port has launched 
a school outreach program that focuses 
on educating students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 

“We have developed a pretty compre-
hensive school outreach program that 

consists of an in-classroom 
program, along with op-
portunities for field trips to 
port properties,” said Lisa 
Lefeber, Communications 
Administrator for the Port 
of Everett. “Our goal is to 

help students bet-
ter understand the 
basic governance of 
the Port, its role in 
the economic suc-
cess of the region, 
and its continual 

efforts to sustain the environment for 
future generations.” 

In October 2008, the Port of Everett 
visited Janet Penner’s 2nd grade class at 
Challenger Elementary School in the 
Mukilteo School District. Every year, 
Penner selects a teaching theme for 

her students, and this year she chose a 
nautical theme. 

“My students and I learned a lot. Each 
child went away with a great apprecia-
tion for our ports and proudly carried 
their little boats and gifts home,” Penner 
said. “We will continue our study by 
reading the Port of Everett Fact Book 
and learning a number of new port 
vocabulary words.”

Port of Everett launches School outreach Program

the Fishermen’s tribute  
Committee is working on an  
extensive fundraising plan to 
raise money for a symbolic  
statue that  accurately  
represents a day-in-the-life 
of a fisherman on the Everett 
waterfront. 

if you are interested in 
donating to the not-for-profit 
project, please send checks to:

Greater everett  
community Foundation
Attn: Fishermen’s tribute 
Statue
PO Box 5549 
Everett, WA 98206

or contact 
Kay Zuanich at 425.353.5853
Barbara Piercey at 
425.252.4597

Want to Get  
I n v o l v e d ?

visit www.portofeverett.com, or  
call  Lisa Lefeber at 425.388.0617.

Want to  
Learn More?
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CeLebratInG 90 Years In the CoMMunItY!
a brief Glimpse at everett’s Port history

Special to the Port Side by: Larry & Jack O’Donnell

Henry Hewitt may not have been the first to recog-
nize the seaport potential of the peninsula where 
the Snohomish River enters Port Gardner Bay, 

but he was the first to capitalize on it. 
Generally regarded as the “Father of Everett,” this Taco-

ma man, with the backing of John D. Rockefeller money, 
launched the new city of Everett on the Port’s deep-water 
harbor in the early 1890s. 

Hewitt envisioned Everett as a city of diversified indus-
tries with an elaborate fresh water harbor utilizing water 
from the Snohomish River. Three of Everett’s four major 
industries would be built on the waterfront. There would 
be a nail factory on the bay front, a shipyard on the river 
near its mouth and a pulp and paper mill farther upstream 
at Lowell. 

A major milestone in the Port of Everett’s history came 
with the arrival of the whaleback vessel C.W. Wetmore on 
Dec. 21, 1892 loaded with steel rods for the nail factory. 

Hewitt’s dream city stalled over the next years, but un-
der the guidance of the Great Northern Railway’s presi-
dent, James J. Hill, Everett rebounded in the early part of 
the 20th century as a lumber manufacturing center. 

Sawmills and shingle factories lined the waterfront and 
ships were tied up at the docks to haul the cut lumber and 
other products to various ports, and to bring goods to Ev-
erett. Hill, himself, built an enormous bay front wharf he 
called Oriental Dock, because it would be a transfer point 
of goods going to and from the part of Asia then known as 
the Orient. 

The citizens voted to create 
the Port of Everett in 1918, 
which formed an official govern-

ment agency to promote Everett’s port status throughout 
the world. Additional mills, particularly pulp and paper 
plants, came to Everett in subsequent years. Ships were 
busy bringing raw materials to places like Scott Paper 
Company and the Weyerhaeuser Pulp Mill and hauling 
finished products overseas. 

Meanwhile, the Port of Everett proceeded to acquire and 
develop waterfront facilities to support this international 
trade. In the late 1960s, a large dome was built on the bay 
front to receive the overseas alumina powder that would 
be transported to an aluminum manufacturing plant in 
Montana. 

Starting in the 1970s, the Port enjoyed 20 years of suc-
cess in the log export business to Japan, China and Korea. 
At the peak of this lumber trade, approximately 200 
longshoremen were kept busy on the Everett waterfront. 
During that same period a ‘chill facility’ was completed 
on the shipping terminals. The presence of this facility 
spurred the export of apples from Eastern Washington and 
the import of apples from places such as New Zealand. 

In more recent years, we started to see the decline of the 
lumber business in Everett, and the emergence of handling 
containerized parts for Boeing airplanes that are assembled 
at the Boeing Everett plant. Now, Everett is predominately 
an aerospace port, and handles a wide variety of cargo 
being exported to Russia. The Port also converted the alu-
mina dome into a cement import, storage and distribution 
facility. These are but a few of the port highlights in the 

nearly 120 years since the Port 
Gardner peninsula became the 
location for the city of Everett. 
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The Faces of Trade
Creating and Keeping Jobs

Martin Burgisser, CEo
Bucher Aerospace
“We probably wouldn’t be in existence if it weren’t 
for international trade.”

Michelle Schwiermann, (left)

Becky Savovic, (right)
Bucher Aerospace employees assemble parts for 
airline seat furniture and other interior equipment. 
The company has expanded its line of food carts to 
offer them to private buyers throughout the world.

josh Anderson,  
Machinist (above) 

Matt Beck,  
Blacksmith (left)
Beck forges custom bolts 
for whole log chippers 

Acrowood employees, below, in Everett engineer 
and manufacture chippers and screens for the pulp 
and paper woodyards around the world. 

“Healthy trade is definitely 
important to us. Today, with 
a flat world, everything is 
linked together. Trade is vital 
to a company like ours.”

Martin Burgisser 
CEO, Bucher Aerospace
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P  orts connect us with the world. In today’s globalized economy, 99 percent 
of all goods and services people rely on in their daily lives come through 
America’s seaports — including the Port of Everett. While the ‘Buy Local’ 

trend is valuable to our economy, even it gets a boost from international trade. 
Many of the dollars spent in the heyday of summer at the farmer’s market 
are made year-round through trade conducted at the Port of Everett.

Over the past 30 years, Washington exports have contributed to nearly 
half of the state’s new jobs. The Port of Everett provides more than 6,500 direct, 

induced, indirect and related jobs for the region. The end effect is that these jobs 
support our local economy. Homes, boats, groceries 
and more are purchased because the Port of Everett 
creates jobs. 

Bruce Koehler, a longshoreman for 37 years, is 
with International Longshoreman’s Union Local 32. 
When there’s work on Everett’s docks and the union 
doesn’t assign him to another city’s terminals, he’s 
buying his lunch and groceries in town.

“We are responsible for all the things people shop 
for. Other than the farmer’s market… that’s just about 
everything,” Koehler said. “This Port has busted at the 
seams in the last few years. It used to be all we did 
was export logs and now a lot of stuff goes to Rus-
sia. We have got all brand new trading partners that 
we didn’t used to have.”

Ilya Pankov is well aware of the trend. He is the 
export manager for  Pacific Terminals. The com-
pany recently relocated its Russian division from 
Seattle to Everett. Most of the company’s cargo is 
shipped from the Port of Everett on FESCO Ship-
ping Lines to the Far East of Russia. The company 
chose to relocate because the proximity to the Port’s 
shipping terminals gives them a competitive edge 
and reduces their turn-around time.

Pankov’s company is relatively small with just a 
handful of employees. They export a variety of car-
go, from nuts and bolts to heavy machinery parts 
for the mining, oil, and construction industries in 
Russia. Pankov said he expects the move will help 
them increase that business.

Jeff Lalone would like international trade to pick 
up. Lalone’s company, Bayside Marine in Ever-
ett,  sells some imported boats. The impacts of the 
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The Faces of Trade

jeff lalone, Bayside Marine
“We are in survival mode right now...  
just getting through the winter.”

Bruce koehler, longshoreman, IlWu 32
“We have got all brand new trading partners that 
we didn’t used to have. We are busting at the seams 
with growth.”

Eugene Titov, operations (left)

Ilya Pankov, Export Manager (middle)

Beth Prescott, Special Projects (right)
Mining, oil and the construction industry in the  
Far East of Russia receive parts through Pacific 
Terminals, which is moving its business to be closer 
to the Port of Everett.

“Healthy trade is definitely 
important to us. Today, with 
a flat world, everything is 
linked together. Trade is vital 
to a company like ours.”

Martin Burgisser 
CEO, Bucher Aerospace

financial crisis and consumer spending trends have kept buyers away. His boat stor-
age and repair business is holding up their company through slow boat sales. 

“Someday, hopefully by spring, we’ll be hitting all three cylinders,” Lalone said.

Martin Burgisser’s company, Bucher Aerospace, contributes about $10 million 
annually into the economy.  Bucher’s Everett facility engineers and assembles many 
of the first class seats and other interior pieces such as food trays and carts, for 
airlines around the world. 

“Healthy trade is definitely important to us,” Burgisser said. “Today, with a flat 
world, everything is linked together. Trade is vital to a 
company like ours.”

Dave Madill, the Port of Everett’s Marine Termi-
nals Director, said most industries and companies 
throughout the nation are dependent on ports. For 
example, the local aerospace industry, and its more 
than 33,000 employees in Snohomish County are 
reliant on the port transportation system to receive 
parts to build their planes, Madill said. In fact, 100 
percent of oversized ocean-going aerospace parts im-
ported from Japan come through Everett’s terminals.

Matt Beck forges metal through fire and force into 
bolts. Out of this age-old process comes the custom 
hardware for whole log wood chippers. Acrowood 
Corporation has been in Everett’s Lowell District for 
more than 100 years, manufacturing chippers and 
screens for woodyards around the world. 

International trade is this company’s key to surviv-
ing  despite the domestic downturn in the forest 
industry. As China’s market expands, Acrowood 
expects growth for its business.  The equipment is 
currently shipped through  Seattle and British Co-
lumbia, but as Everett continues to grow, Acrowood 
may be able to export its goods through the Port of 
Everett. 

In 2008, the Port completed 
its Marine Terminal Master 
Plan. This plan sets the blueprint 
for future growth at the Port of 
Everett, said Ken Hudson, 
ILWU 32’s business agent. 
“The Port has the capac-
ity to do more.”



Conservation bank work begins

T he Port of Everett and its pri-
vate partner, Wildlands, Inc., 
secured their federal conserva-

tion bank permits to construct Blue 
Heron Slough — the first of its kind 
in the Pacific Northwest. 

Blue Heron Slough, formerly the 
Biringer Farm, is the second highest 
priority project in Snohomish Coun-
ty’s Salmon Recovery plan. The proj-
ect consists of converting 350 acres of 
farmland back to its pre-developed 
state. The site is located on Spencer 
Island off Highway 529 between Ever-
ett and Marysville. 

 “We believe this is going to be 
a significant project for all parties 
involved. The site is located right off 
Interstate 5, so it’s going to be a high-
ly visible project as it moves forward,” 
said Sky Miller, the lead engineer 
on this project from Wildlands, Inc. 
“Both the Port’s and Wildlands’ ulti-
mate goal is to provide a more unified 
and healthier habitat for the salmon.”

The Port purchased this site in 1993 
from Mike and Diane Biringer. The 
Biringers offered to sell the property 
to the Port for habitat mitigation pur-
poses. In 2005, the Port Commission 
selected Wildlands, Inc., a mitigation 
bank development company, to plan, 

permit and restore tidal habitat.
After receiving all its permits in 

August, Wildlands began digging the 
tidal channels. So far, work crews 
have dug more than 3,000 feet of 
channels, and the excavated materials 
are being used to create a vegetated 
marsh, mud flats and riparian  
canopies.  

 The site preparation is expected to 
be complete this summer, and Wild-
lands plans to breach the four dikes 
in October 2009.  The site will flood 
twice a day when the tide comes in 
and out. 

At National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) Fisheries 
request, the project is being designed 
to accommodate the future rise in sea 
level, Miller said. NOAA Fisheries 
is the signatory agency for the Blue 
Heron Slough conservation bank. 

“The Port of Everett’s colors are 
transitioning from blue to green,”  
Port Executive Director John Mohr 
said. “This is a groundbreaking proj-
ect for the environmental community. 
Conservation banks are a new con-
cept, and we are honored to be the 
first project underway in the Pacific 
Northwest. From what we hear, this is 
the first of many projects of its kind.”

Some of the benefits of the conser-
vation bank include its ability to:

Generate a net increase in the 
salmon habitat area and quality in 
the lower Snohomish Estuary
Provide a shallow, brackish water 
habitat for native fish, shellfish, 
tiny shrimp-like animals, and 
shorebirds in the area 

The mitigation credits generated 
by this project will be used to offset 
impacts of future Port projects. Excess 
mitigation credits will be available for 
purchase by third parties.  

•

•
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Port of Everett  
Partners with  

Snohomish Sound 
Stewards to get the 

job Done

People For Puget Sound’s 
Sound Stewardship Program 
has partnered with the Port of 

Everett since 2007 to increase aware-
ness of unique wildlife habitats on 
Port properties. This program brings 
the community together to protect 
the Jetty Island and Union Slough 
restoration site.

Originating in King County along 
the banks of the Duwamish River, the 
Sound Stewardship Program trains vol-
unteers in principles of habitat restora-
tion, biological monitoring techniques, 
and volunteer management skills.

The Snohomish County program has 
trained 50 stewards since its inception 
in 2007.  Local stewards have already 
contributed more than 1,400 volunteer 
hours restoring marine wildlife habitats 
around Snohomish County. With the 
help of the trained stewards, and project 
partners, like the Port of Everett and 
Stilly-Snohomish Fisheries Task Force, 
the program has hosted 22 work parties 
at Port sites. The work parties involved  
1,270 local volunteers who have dedi-
cated more than 4,900 volunteer service 
hours have been dedicated. 

“These folks are real heroes in the 
community,” said Keeley O’Connell, 
People For Puget Sound’s Restoration 
Ecologist in Snohomish County. “We 
love to celebrate and honor our environ-
mental heroes.”

Celebration comes in the form of 
recognition for a job well done. Stew-
ards are awarded with gifts of apprecia-

tion when they reach milestones in the 
program, and the first gift is given when 
a steward reaches 40 volunteer hours. 

“Forty hours might not seem like 
much,” O’Connell said, “but these are 
hours donated by people in addition 
to their regular jobs. This is people’s 
free time, which makes it all the more 
special.”  

A very special celebration came on 
July 5 this summer out on Jetty Island 
when the youngest Sound Steward 
reached his 40-hour commitment.  
Young Conor has been dedicating his 
time to local restoration alongside his 
mom, Katie Kelleher, and step-dad, 
Kirk Heim, since the program be-
gan.  At 10 years old, Conor’s favorite 
restoration activity is chopping invasive 
blackberries.  

“He’s always game for any type of 
work we have to get done that day, but 
I always catch a big smile on his face 

when he sees me bringing out the black-
berry loppers,” O’Connell said.  

Many families are in the Sound Stew-
ardship Program; kids love the work 
as much as their parents, not to men-
tion it is quality time that the family is 
spending together outside and making a 
difference in the environment. 

“We have to say Jetty Island is our 
favorite site,” Kelleher said. “We love 
working on Jetty and we love playing 
on Jetty.  I appreciate what People For 
Puget Sound has done in setting up the 
Sound Stewards training, getting us out 
there, getting us trained, and providing 
us with some awesome volunteers to 
work with.”

The program is great for working folks 
too, since this group generally meets on 
Saturdays.  

“It gets me out of my office,” said 
Gordy Graham of Mukilteo, and an 
active participant in the Sound Steward 
Program. “I’m doing something con-
sistent with what I hold to be most im-
portant.  And, I’m meeting new people, 
many of whom have become friends.” 

You, too, can join in the fun and help 
the Port of Everett and People For Puget 
Sound make a difference in the health 
of the environment and in your  
community.
 

Contributed by Keeley O’Connell 
Restoration Ecologist- North Sound

Want to Get  
I n v o l v e d ?

Check the online calendar of 
events at www.pugetsound.org 
or contact Keeley O’Connell at 
koconnell@pugetsound.org, or 
360.220.5544. 



12

J etty Island Days is a seasonal 
favorite for beach-goers from all 
around the region.  

This past summer, the Port-owned 
island saw a record number of visitors. 
More than 34,000 people visited the is-
land to enjoy the warm sandy beaches, 
learn more about the diverse ecosystem 
the island creates and participate in the 
extreme sport of kiteboarding.  In Au-
gust, the City of Everett’s Jetty Island 
Days program partnered with the 12th 
Annual Fresh Paint Festival to scour 
Jetty Island in search of their very own 
sea glass float. This partnership led to 
a one-day record attendance of more 
than 1,200 visitors.  

In 2008, the City of Everett and 
the Port worked together to expand 
Jetty Island Days from five days to 
six. Given the extreme popularity of 
the island, the agencies are discussing 
offering ferry service seven days a week 
this summer. 

“The Port is very proud that we are 
able to offer such a wonderful recre-
ational amenity to the community,” 
Senior Planner Graham Anderson said. 
“We just need to make sure we effec-
tively balance the recreational offerings 
with the environmental health of the 
island.”

The ferry runs from July through 
Labor Day Weekend every summer. 

jetty Island 
Sees  

Record  
Attendance!

South Marina Dock Replacement  
Project Underway

In September, the Port initiated 
a multi-phase recapitalization 
program to rebuild many of the 

aged floats in the north and south 
marinas. 

The first stage, awarded to American 
Construction, includes the replace-
ment of all open moorage slips from 
I-South to Q-South. These slips were 
originally constructed in 1979, and are 
reaching the end of their useful lives. 

“Rebuilding a marina the size of Ev-
erett poses its own unique challenges, 
so the Port has decided to address 
the most pressing areas first,” Marina 
Director Cyndy Olson said. “The Port 
has taken precautions to ensure that all 
of our customers are informed of the 

changes and impacts this project will 
have on the facility.”  

More than 140 open moorage slips 
will be replaced in the first phase, 
along with the addition of a new 
80-foot disability accessible gangway 
leading to P-South and Q-South. The 
covered moorage area will be a separate 
project. 

The new piles and dock structures 
will be in place by February, and 
the remainder of the project will be 
completed by May.  The new concrete 
floats will accommodate modern boats 
from 28 feet to 40 feet in length.

 “This is the first of many invest-
ments we plan to make to improve 
the attractiveness and usability of our 

marina facilities,” Port Commissioner 
Phil Bannan said. “The Port has a 
comprehensive plan to re-invest in our 
marina, but with the increasing cost 
of in-water construction, we must be 
responsible and phase these upgrades.”

By the end of this first phase, the 
Port will have invested more than $5.6 
million back into the marina facility.  

If you have questions on this project, 
call the Marina office at  
425-259-6001.



Port Commission Sets vision  
for Marine Terminals

What does the 
Master Plan mean 
for the Pacific  
Terminal Cranes? A fter nearly two years of com-

munity outreach, conceptual 
planning and alternatives 

analysis, the Port of Everett Commis-
sion adopted the Marine Terminals 
Master Plan 2008. This plan estab-
lishes the blueprint for future deep-
water shipping terminal development 
over the next 5-10 years. 

Changing commodities, uses and 
increasing activity prompted the Port 
of Everett to begin the Marine Termi-
nals Master Planning process in 2006. 
The Port undertook the planning ef-
fort within the context of the existing 
regulatory framework for deep-water 
terminals.  

“The ultimate function and layout of 
our shipping terminals is a high priority 
for the Port. We needed to be sure that 
the ultimate terminal configuration was 
in the best interests of our customers, 
our community, Washington state trade 
and the overall Port operations,” Execu-
tive Director John Mohr said. “I am 
comfortable with the structure, mag-
nitude and practicality of the adopted 
concept.” 

Port staff and its consultant team, 
led by Westmar, held more than 16 
public meetings requesting feedback on 

the various development alternatives 
explored. After considering several ter-
minal configurations, the Port Commis-
sion adopted a more moderate develop-
ment that builds upon the Port’s recent 
success in attracting niche container and 
breakbulk cargoes. 

The plan incorporates the existing 
lease agreements north of the bulk han-
dling facility, and focuses the terminal 
expansion to the south (See adopted plan 
rendering below). The plan sets forth 
a development scenario that would 
require expanding into the harbor, and 
increasing the South Terminal dock 
length to 1,000 feet in order to accom-
modate a Panamax vessel. 

“This plan is ideally suited for the Port 
of Everett’s size,” said Carl Wollebek, 
Chief of Operations for the Port of 
Everett. “It allows us to grow with our 
customers, and also market our facilities 
to additional shipping lines that may be 
interested in serving Everett.” 

If this plan were to move forward 
to the project stage, it would require 
additional economic analysis and an in-
depth environmental review. 

Furthermore, it would more than like-
ly require the involvement of a private-
sector partner, said Graham Anderson, 
Senior Planner for the Port of Everett. 

Adopted Marine Terminals 
Master Plan Configuration

In 2006, the Port of Everett filed for a 
shoreline permit to place two con-
tainer cranes into operation at Pacific 
Terminal. As a condition of the permit, 
the Port was authorized to place 
the cranes on Pacific Terminal on an 
interim basis pending the outcome of 
its Marine Terminals Master Planning 
Process.  

The completed plan calls for one con-
tainer crane to remain permanently at 
Pacific Terminal to support the current 
operations and customer base. It also 
would require the installation of larger 
cranes at South Terminal. According 
to the plan, the South Terminal facility 
would support the majority of the 
container traffic, with Pacific Terminal 
and Pier 1 being used for breakbulk 
and other specialized cargoes.

given the conclusions reached by the 
Marine Terminals Master Plan, the 
Port will be seeking a status hearing to 
address the placement of the cranes. 

H
istory of the Cranes 

M
aster Plan Findings

N
ext Steps
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Port Briefs
twic card required for waterfront 
workers by February

Starting on Feb. 28, all waterfront 
workers in the Puget Sound Region 
must have a Transportation Worker 
Identification Credential (TWIC) 
card in order to access the ports. 

After the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the 
nation’s ports were identified as  
vulnerable targets. Following this  
determination, Congress enacted the 
Maritime Transportation Security Act 
and in 2006 the Accountability for 
Every Port Act. Within these federal 
regulations are requirements to ensure 
only authorized people gain access to 
some of the nations critical transpor-
tation infrastructure.  

TWIC centers are set up around the 
country, including Everett, in order to 

enroll workers in the program.

The Port of Everett will be requir-
ing people entering the main terminal 
area of the Port to present TWIC 
cards starting on Feb. 1.

port passes paine Field resolution  
in support of Faa Funding

On Sept. 9, 2008, the Port Com-
mission adopted Resolution No. 897 
that encourages Snohomish County 
to meet all requirements to main-
tain Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) funding for Paine Field.  
Boeing is one of the Port of Everett’s 
largest importers and exporters as 
well as the key player in the economy 
in Snohomish County. Snohomish 
County’s access to FAA funding to 
maintain and modernize Paine Field 
is a key to retaining and expanding 
Boeing’s presence in our community. 

 
infrastructure contracts awarded for 
phase 1 of port Gardner wharf 

Last December, the Port of Everett  
began work on the Phase 1  

infrastructure for Port Gardner 
Wharf. This work consists of  
installing the utilities, roads and 
streetscape for a portion of the 

first phase of the project. The con-
tract is being managed by Hoffman 
Construction, the Port’s General 
Contractor/Construction Manager for 
the redevelopment effort. 

Despite financing delays for the 
condominium portion of the develop-
ment, the Port of Everett is moving 
forward with completing the Crafts-
man District and preparing the site 
for future construction phases. 

The project is expected to cost  
approximately $6.2 million, and 
should be complete in late-2010. 

mapping our history: historians to 
Document marina history

The Port has contracted with  
Larry and Jack O’Donnell to outline a  
comprehensive history of the Port Gard-
ner Wharf site looking at “the site’s  
influence on the lumber and shingle 
mills, commercial fishing and boat 
building industries on the development 
of Everett.” The Port will be using the 
history to incorporate interpretive sig-
nage into the 12th Street Marina area. 

This interpretive program is part of 
the Port’s commitment to the Collins  
Building Memorandum of Agreement. 

if you would like to learn more about the Port of Everett, please consider the following resources. Also, 
we would like to hear from you on how we are doing.  We would appreciate any comments or feed-
back you may have. 
Visit the web site
the Port of Everett offers a vari-
ety of information and resources 
on its Web site. For more infor-
mation on Port activities and 
business, please visit: 
www.portofeverett.com

tours and presentations
if you would like to request a 
Port presentation or tour, please 
contact Lisa Lefeber at lisam@
portofeverett.com or by phone 
at 425.259.3164.

contact the port 
Questions? Comments?
We can be reached at 
425.259.3164 or by e-mail at 
lisam@portofeverett.com. We 
also have a comment form at 
www.portofeverett.com.

Want to Learn  
M o r e  a b o u t  Y o u r  P o r t ?



E ach year, the Port employ-
ees find fun and innovative 
ways to raise money to 

support the United Way’s mission. 
Through weekly raffles and its an-
nual fundraising event, staff works 
hard to raise awareness about the 
importance of giving. 

Port employees contributed 
$10,532 through payroll deduc-
tions, and also raised $1,599 
through a silent auction. This is 
$1,981 more than last year’s fund-
raising efforts. These dollars will 
help serve our Snohomish County 
families and communities in a dif-

ficult economic climate, said Scott 
Grindy, Facilities and Security 
Director for the Port of Everett. 

“The United Way of Snohomish 
County would like to express our 
heartfelt thanks for the generous 
gifts donated at the Port of Ever-
ett’s United Way campaign kick-
off and fund raising event,” said 
Noelle Nelson, with the United 
Way of Snohomish County. “The 
funds raised are crucial in helping 
us improve lives in Snohomish 
County.”

 These donations are used to 
help fund more than 114 programs 
and 49 agencies in Snohomish 
County, including the Red Cross, 
Boys and Girls Clubs, and the 211-
resource hotline.
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Port Employees Raise $12,246 for 
United Way Programs

In partnership with local  
businesses, the Port of Everett 
raised $12,246 for the  
United Way of Snohomish County.

The Port of Everett thanks 
businesses who  contribute to 

our fundraising success!
Anderson Hunter 
 law Firm
Anthony’s  
Homeport
Anthony’s  
Woodfire grill
Aquasox
Awards of Praise
Bayside Marine
Bobby’s  
Hawaiian
Berger ABAM
El Nevado
City Floral
Cuddy Cabin 
Espresso
David Evans and 
Associates
Enchanted 
Florists  
and Confections
Erickson’s  
jewelers
Everett Events 
Center
Everett  
Symphony

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

Everett Theater
grainger
H&l Sports
Inn at Port 
gardner
landau  
Associates
MacDonald 
Miller
Meyers Café
Moveable Feast 
Pavé
Pentec
Popeye’s Marine
PND Engineering
Port of Everett 
Employees
Broadway QFC
Scuttlebutt’s
Snowboard  
Connection
Stadium Flowers
Studio Donna 
Symbols of  
Success
vigor Marine

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
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Former Port Commissioner Earns Award For Outstanding Service

Former Port Commissioner Don 
Hopkins earned the Outstand-
ing Service to the Industry 

Award from the Washington Public 
Ports Association (WPPA).

Don has been recognized for his  
organizational leadership and dedica-
tion to the overall success of the  
Washington state port system. 

“I am so honored and humbled by 
this nomination and award,” Hopkins 
said. “Ports have been a large part of 
my life, and I am so proud that I have 
been a part of an organization that 
provides thousands of jobs to families 
throughout the state.” 

Hopkins was first elected to the 
Port of Everett Commission in 
November 1989, and served on the 

commission for 18 years. Hopkins 
is an experienced boater and former 
longshoreman of 36 years. He was the 
first longshoreman to be elected 
as a Port Commissioner in  
Everett, and brought a 
unique and valuable 
perspective to the job. 

“Don is so well-
versed in every aspect 
of the Port’s op-
erations, and truly 
invested  
himself into the suc-
cess of this port,”  
Executive Director 
John Mohr said.

WPPA formally 
recognized Hopkins 

at a reception ceremony during its an-
nual meeting in November. 
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